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Chinese New Year 
By JieChun Martinez-Rielly AKA #J.Sizzle  

 
The Chinese New Year is the Chinese Lunar New Year based 
on the moon cycles. 2019 is the Year of the Pig. We have a big 
Chinese feast each year. Favorite things to eat are dumplings, 
pork buns, noodles, mandarin oranges, rice and oh, or course soy 
sauce. Our family talks about how we can make our lives more 
prosperous, or how to make our lives better in the New Year. 
The adults give the kids red envelopes full of money and 
sometimes, little gifts like toys. We always try to spend the New 
Year with our family. The New Year lasts for fifteen magical 
days of good fortune! 

The Sweetheart     Dance 
By Katie Brown and Elia Martinez-Reily 

Lights flashing, music playing and everybody rushing 
around like always, made this year’s Sweetheart Dance 
unforgettable. The Sweetheart Dance is one of Potter 
Road’s favorite family events. Beautiful carnations were 
sold near the entrance when you walked through the 
door. There was delicious foods, including cupcakes, 
cookies, chips,and brownies. Cheese, crackers, and 
fruits were also on the tables. Colorful lights flooded the 
cafeteria and there was karaoke in the gym. In the 
cafeteria kids danced to fun songs like Cotton Eyed Joe 
and the Macarena. The DJ encouraged kids to sing 
along and suggest songs. As always everybody had a 
great time.  

Chinese Myths & Folktales 
By Elia Martinez-Reilly  

Myths and folktales, stories passed down over time, are part of 
Chinese culture. The Chinese word myth is, “shen-hua,” which 
translates to “sacred story.” Many of us know the Disney 
character Mulan, but did you know she is a Chinese myth? 
Though the actual myth is not as funny and doesn’t have a very 
happy ending, the stories are actually very similar. It is cool to 
know that Chinese myths are everywhere.   

 
 

  Open Your HEART to Laughter  
By: Elia Martinez-Reilly 

Q: What did one light bulb say to the other light 
bulb on Valentines Day?  

   A: I wuv you watts and watts 

 

 



Ballroom Dancing 
               By:Anabelle Castoreno and Jon Bica 
Did you know that there’s a club that you learn different 
dances?  That club is ballroom dancing. Ballroom dancing 
is a morning club for 4th and 5th grade students. The 
passionate leader of this club is the one and only Mrs. 
Langmeyer, a fourth grade teacher! In Ballroom Dancing, 
we learn how to do dances like the jive, which is a dance 
that moves really fast to upbeat music. We recently learned 
how to do the waltz. The waltz is a slow-moving dance 
that flows with the music. It is very fun to learn different 
dances. Check out these first-rate dancers! 

                  
 

Snow Day Surprise! 
By:Esther Saar 

The snow day came to us as a surprise. It was Sunday 
night, March 3, 2019, I was sitting on the bench of my church 
when it was announced that SCHOOL IS CANCELED! When I 
got home, I yelled, “SCHOOLS CANCELED!” Over and over 
again. I stayed up late that night. Did you? When I woke up,  I 
took my time going down the stairs just to have my breakfast.  I 
watched a couple of my favorite shows and movies and finally it 
was time to head out to the vast, white, snowy place we call a 
backyard. On with the snow pants! “Oooooooooch!” I said as I 
hit my eye with the snow pants clip. Anyway, out to the 
backyard! In the backyard I jumped, I built a snowman, I threw 
some snowballs at random places and I   snow angels! What did 
you do on the snow day surprise?       

💭Did you know?!💭 
By Jack Slavin 

        Sleepwalking is strange. You all have heard of it, 
you walk when you are sleeping. “What makes this 
happen?” you may be thinking. Well, did you know 
stress and not having enough sleep are the two main 
reasons for sleepwalking. When a person goes to sleep, 
there are stages of sleep. REM is the stage of sleep 
when you dream, sleep talk and sleepwalk. Did you 
know that I sometimes sleepwalk  It’s true! I end up on 
the couch some mornings and I have no idea how I got 
there. Some people think that if you wake someone up 
who is sleepwalking, it is harmful. Actually, it's fine to 
wake up a sleepwalker. However, you may get punched. 
Sleepwalking (most likely) will not end a person’s life. 
Most people grow out of sleepwalking.  
 

The Arabic Calendar    
By Mahdi Tajdi 

 
What do Arabs have to do with February or March? The 
Arabs follow the Lunar Calendar, just like the Chinese. 
What's so special about the Lunar Calendar? It has 
twelve months that are 29 or 30 days long, depending 
on the cycles of the moon. That’s why it’s called a lunar 
calendar. Think about this. For us Americans, June 
always happens toward the end of spring and start of 
summer. Why? Because the days don’t change in the 
calendar. The Arabic calendar is different. For example, 
the Arabic month of Ramadan can be in Winter, 
Summer, Spring or Fall. The Arabic Calendar was 
created when Prophet Muhammad traveled from 
Makkah to Medina to escape from the people of the 
Quraish, who wanted to kill him. Why? They worshiped 
Idols (Carved Statues) and Muhammad wanted them to 
worship one god.  

 



It’s Cold Outside ~ Oh no! 
By Samuel Rivadalves 

          
There are many ways to spend time indoors in the winter other 
than video games. There are many fun things to do. You can do 
a puzzle, you can play with toys like Legos! There are some 
great board games like Monopoly, Candyland, Chutes and 
Ladders and Twister. Ronan’s favorite game is the Game of 
Life. Jack likes Monopoly because he says, “It teaches kids how 
to handle money.”  Victoria’s favorite board game is Clue. She 
says, “You get to be a detective and you get to learn new 
strategies to solve who the person was and what prop they 
used.”  
 
If you and your family would like to go out for the day, you can 
go to Apex in Marlborough! It has loads of fun things to do, 
such as bowling, playing on the trampoline and laser tag. I didn't 
even say half of all the fun activities you can do at Apex!  
 
You can also go to museums. Anabelle went to the Museum of 
Fine Arts in January. She wanted to see the Winnie the Pooh 
exhibit, but it was filled up. Guess other people had the same 
idea.  Jack and his dad tried to go to the Museum of Science 
during the vacation to see a documentary about volcanoes but 
they got there too late and missed their show, two times in the 
same day. Oops. 
 
Other indoor activities you could do is go to the mall and shop 
for miscellaneous objects. Bring a notebook and write down or 
sketch interesting things you observe. PEOPLE!!! Do something 
worthwhile other than playing video games and watching TV 
like a couch potato!!!!  

 
 
    
 

It’s Cold Outside ~ Perfect! 
By Anabelle Castoreno 

 
Tubing at Nashoba Valley 

Do you not know what you and your family should do 
when the weather gets cold? If not, here are some 
outdoor ideas for you and your family.  
 
One outdoor idea is to go skiing with your family at 
Nashoba Valley Ski Area. Nashoba Valley also has 
snowboarding and snow tubing. Nashoba Valley is 
located in Westford, MA. It might seem far away, but it 
is worth it and it’s not really that far.  
 
Free outdoor activities you could do that are close to 
home is visit the great Cushing Memorial Park in 
Framingham. It’s really good for sledding and having 
fun. You can even have SNOWBALL fights with your 
family and your most unliked sibling. Lots of people go 
there to take long walks around park too. It’s a good 
place to walk your dog too. 
 
At Loring Arena you can skate and watch some Jr. 
hockey games. It’s indoors, but because of the ice, it’s 
chilly and feels like outside. It’s exercise too. 
 
One of the best ways to spend time outdoors during the 
winter months is with nature. There’s a lot to see if you 
pay attention. I recommend the Broadmoor Wildlife 
Sanctuary in South Natick. At Broadmoor, you can see 
wildlife, hike around a pond and see nature up close. 
Callahan Park in Framingham is another good place for 
hiking or going to the dog park.  
 
No matter what the season or temperature, fresh air, 
exercise and being outside are good to do. 

 

 



Mythology Fun Fact! Did you Know?  

March is named for the Roman God "Mars,” 

the god of war. He was considered moody, 

difficult and argued a lot. His is father Jupiter. 

A sacred shield is one of his symbols. 

 Mythology Fun Fact! Did you Know? 

The god of war in Greek mythology is 

“Ares.” He is the son of Zeus and Hera, 

but they did not like him. Imagine not 

being liked by your parents? A shield 

and flaming chariot are his symbols. 

😕Wait! What?😕 
By Anabelle Castoreno & Elia Martinez-Reilly &  

Victoria Santos 
 

Congratulations! You're reading the third edition of Wait 
What!? This edition is all about Pringles. This hyperbolic 
paraboloid shaped chip is not as healthy as it may seem.  
Potato chips are one of the most toxic processed foods you can 
buy. So it’s no surprise, Pringles have a chemical in them called 
acrylamide that is linked to cancer. In addition, your favorite 
chip Pringles has 152 calories, and 81.9% of those calories come 
from fat in just one serving! How much is one serving you may 
ask? 14 chips. This is way too much fat! Now we don’t want 
you to stop eating Pringles. Julius Pringles would be sad. Who is 
Julius Pringles you might ask? Julius Pringles is the Pringles 
mascot. You can see his pringle shaped face and big mustache 
on all the Pringle cans. So don't go yelling your head off that 
Pringles will end the world? Pringles are actually a Great Potato 
Chip. Wait I made a mistake. Did you catch it? Oh, you don't 
know? Brace yourselves for what I'm about to tell you. Just 
might completely and utterly blow your mind A Pringle is not a 
potato chip. Wait! What? That's right. Potato chips have to be at 
least 50% potato, and….. Pringles are only 42%. Wheat, rice, 
corn, potato flakes. Doesn't sound like a recipe for potato chips. 
But that’s exactly how they make Pringles. Now you should 
understand why Pringles aren't potato chips. I know, you're 
thinking, it can't get any worse. But It Can. Many of us know 
Kellogg's the cereal company. Some of us may enjoy their 
Apple Jacks or their Rice Krispies. Oh and some of us may 
know them for their Pringles. That's right. Kellogg's owns 
Pringles! On February 15, 2012, Kelloggs bought Pringles for 
nearly $2.7 billion. Wow, they must have really wanted to own 
the not-really-potato-chip potato chips badly. So now you know 
folks!  
 

Meet Mrs. Harrison 
By Ronan Baerg and Samuel Rivadalves 

  
We interviewed new second grade teacher 

Mrs. Harrison and gathered some information to 
share with you about her.  

First, we asked her where she was born. She 
said that she moved a lot when she was growing 
up, but was originally born in Illinois. Before 
teaching at Potter, she taught for three years at 
other schools.  

Mrs. Harrison’s favorite book is The Giver 
by Lois Lowry. Her favorite subject to teach is 
math. She likes seeing the “lightbulb” light up in 
her students’ heads” when they finally get it. The 
funniest thing that happened in her class this year 
was they were building cup towers, and they kept 
falling down over and over again.  

Mrs. Harrison really likes teaching at Potter 
Road. She likes the community and she likes how 
the students are motivated and enthusiastic about 
the content.  

Some of her hobbies are gardening, sewing, 
drawing, reading and training her dogs. She has 
two dogs that she trains and has two cats too. She 
likes animals and the outdoors. 

Something that Samuel noticed and liked 
about Mrs. Harrison was that “she was very 
patient” answering our questions. We really 
enjoyed interviewing Mrs. Harrison.  

   

 



Did you know?  
People in Ireland speak English, but they also have an ancient 
language that is still spoken by some.  
 

Failte means “welcome.” 
Go raibh maith agat means “thank you.” 

 

 Irish Proverb  
A good friend is like a four leaf clover 

Hard to find and lucky to have   

St. Patrick’s Day and Ireland 
By Katie Brown, Ana Luiza Rivadalves & Jack Slavin 

 
St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated on March 17th each year. 

What is the history of this day? 
Over a thousand years ago, a man named St. Patrick got 

rid of many snakes in Ireland just by holding up a four leaf 
clover. At least, that’s what the legend says. Since that day, the 
four leaf clover is the symbol of Ireland and luck. Now some 
people say if you find a four leaf clover, you will have good 
luck. 

 
At Potter Road, Kindergarteners have a leprechaun hunt 

every year. Their teachers give clues such as green paint, 
footprints and a mess in the classroom and said it was the 
leprechaun. When the kindergartners get to the end of the 
footprints, they get a tiny piece of gold. They wear funny hats 
too. 

 
The best part of St. Patrick’s day this year was that third 

grade teacher, Mrs. Maida’s Irish dance team came to Potter 
Road to perform. The whole school came to the assembly.  The 
dancers dance to traditional Irish music, clapping  their hands, 
and tapping their feet. I can’t believe that Mrs. Maida was able 
to teach at Potter Road and teach at a famous dancing school.  

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!  

What are Irish Limericks? 
By Mrs. Hoehlein 

Limericks are five-line, funny poems. Originally, they 
were named after the Irish town by the same name. 
Today limericks are written about any subject. They are 
usually made to entertain the audience. 

Every limerick poem contains five lines. The first, 
second and fifth lines rhyme and the second and fourth 
lines rhyme.  

Here is limerick about a teacher and a snake: 

There once was a teacher from Potter 
Who shouted one day, “I GOT HER!” 
Her slithery, sleek snake 
Was about to bake 
She saved it before it got any hotter 
  
Try writing your own limericks for National Poetry 
Month in April.  

Here is a hint: Choose your two rhyming sounds first. 
For example, Potter and snake.  Make a list of rhyming 
words before writing your poem. 

4th Grade Immigration 
     By Katie Brown and Ana Luiza Rivadalves` 

 In 4th grade, we learned about immigration in the 1800’s and 
1900s in the United States. The immigrant groups that came to 
America during those centuries were Italy, Germany, Japan, 
Vietnam, Mexico, and Ireland.  

Students made immigration books and acted as real 
immigrants on a ship with “fake” passports. Mrs. 
McCarthy’s class paid $10 to be first class and $1 to be 
steerage, but in Mrs. Alden’s class, the teacher chose 
randomly if you were first class or steerage. Now we are 
reading historical fiction books about immigration.  

 



Kindergarten Tours 
Samuel Rivadalves 

 
Who doesn't want more kindergarteners at Potter 

Road School? We do! So every year the school invites 
parents of soon to be kindergarteners to take a tour and 
learn about our school. This year it was March 14th, when 
we got to show the parents around the school.  

Some 5th graders (including me), shared their 
experiences at Potter Road to the parents. The speakers this 
year were Nick Meterparel, Brooke Richards, Samuel 
Rivadalves, Isaac Ferraz, Isabel Damasceno and Shannon 
Spring,  

Students that helped lead tours were Heloisa de 
Campos, Jahaira Castillo, Jhenifer Martins, Jack Slavin, Camille 
Freitas, Seamus Manning, Bruna Inacio, Pedro Marcelino, 
Ashley Cutler, Davis Cooper, Jack Maude, and  Katie Wang.  

Some tours were in the middle of the school day 
and some were in the evening. We walked around the 
school giving information and telling parents how great it 
is to come to this school. I think lots of parents will choose 
Potter Road. I think that their child will be very welcomed 
to our school.  

 
Mrs. Da Costa and her tour guides are ready! 

 

 

Welcome to Potter Road School! 

 

 
Kindergarten teachers explain why Potter Road 

is THE BEST school! 

 

 
Principal Wolpe preps the troops before they 

step in front of the crowd to speak. 

 
 



  
~ Kid Fitness ~  

Here’s What I Think! 
By Katie Brown 

 
Many people don’t realize it, but I have come to know that 
fifteen minutes of recess is not enough time each day for 
students. Sometimes people think that their kid is not getting 
enough recess. Well, I have found out that it is true. 
 

One reason that fifteen minutes isn’t enough time for 
recess is that kids need to release their energy so they can focus 
more in class. Seriously, let their emotions EXPLODE!!! Plus, 
you wouldn’t want kids to just be jumping around everywhere. 
Do you? They won’t focus because they really need to play. In 
the 1990s, tests showed that kids were more energetic and it was 
harder to pay attention in class when recess was postponed or 
didn’t happen.  

 
        Another reason that fifteen minutes is not enough time for 
recess is that students need exercise. Have you ever noticed that 
your students seem sluggish at times? Well, they need to 
exercise their bodies, to get their blood moving and hearts 
pumping. This makes kids feel better. So, please let them. 
 
         Finally, the last reason that fifteen minutes of recess isn’t 
enough time is that kids need time to socialize. The National 
Association for Sport and Physical Education (NASPE) argues 
that kids need more time for recess for various reasons. Besides 
the fact recess gives kids to exercise, officials say, recess offers 
more social contact and emotional time for kids. They can use 
their imaginations and forget their problems during recess.  
 

There are many more reasons to prove that there should 
be more time for recess for children, but I think these reasons 
are really strong and support the idea of what this text is about. 

 
 

4th Graders Go to the Boston 
Symphony 

 
By Kathryn Brown and Ana Rivadalves 

On Wednesday, March 27th we got on a coach bus 
that had a bathroom and comfy seats! All 4th 
graders in Framingham went to to the Boston 
Symphony in the city of Boston. The musicians 
played all kinds of instruments like the harp, violin, 
tuba, trumpet, flute and clarinet. There was also a 
conductor. We ate a cheese and ham sandwich, 
milk, chips, apple, baby carrots, and a water bottle. 
A lot of people that went said they liked the 
concert. Some kids slept on the bus ride.  

5th Graders Visit the MFA  

By Jack Slavin 

The 5th graders of Potter Road visited the Museum of 
Fine Arts (MFA) in Boston in late March.  We saw 
amazing paintings.  We learned about history through 
art.  We saw the Liberty Bowl, which was made by Paul 
Revere.  We saw the inside of houses from the colonial 
times and how they evolved as the colonies grew and 
became more wealthy. We saw many things from the 
colonial times, but the best were the teapots made of 
silver by the silversmiths.  

Near the end of our visit, we saw paintings by Frida           
Kahlo, a Mexican artist. They were very cool. It was a           
great field trip and I’m glad all 5th graders were able to            
see the items and paintings! Thank you, Mrs. McEwan,         
for making it possible! 

 



MARCH MADNESS TAKES 

 
 

Characters in literature were all the 
rage on March 26, 2019 

 

 
 

 

OVER POTTER ROAD 

 
Is Spider Man plotting his plan 

to save the world? 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

The Potter Poetry Corner  
Ode to Mae Jemison 
Mae Jemison 
You are a winged crow 
Flying anywhere you want 
A role model 
Giving hope to others 
 
You won medals 
For your bravery 
And knowledge 
You experienced the 
Unknown 
A vast space full of 
Possibility 
 
You had faith in your 
Mission 
And now your students 
You are a  
Hero 
Among astronauts 
A goddess among people 

             Katie Wang 
       Grade 5 

 
Ode to Thurgood Marshall 
 

You made it so all kids can 
go to school as one. You 
showed the world a difference 
in children’s education was one 
you cared enough to change. You  
changed the way we go to school.  
In my book, you are pretty cool.  
You are like a superstar 
And through your hard work, 
You’re a hero  

Tim Burke 
Grade 5 

 

 
Freedom 

Freedom is bold 

Remember the day of the war 

Everyone will remember 

Everlasting freedom 

Ditch the past 

Obtain the victory 
Master the art of rightfulness 

Mahdi Tajdi, Grade 5 

 
Ode to Marian Anderson 

 

Marian Anderson 
Born in 1897 
With talent 

Performed to America 
In 1939 

Sang beautiful notes 
Like an angel 

Like never seen before 
Marian Anderson 

 
By Joao Pedro Dias 

Grade 5 

 



 
 

I Want a Dog! 
I want a dog! 

Sorry ,honey no. 
 

I want a cat! 
They’ll be a problem with that. 

 
I want a bunny! 

Honey, that’s not funny. 
 

I want a bird! 
Um, honey, that’s absurd. 

 
I want a pet! 

That’s not something 
 we're going to get. 

 
By: Emma Botelho 

Grade 3 

Dragon 
Say dragon 

and flames of fire  
sprout from my mouth 

in a fury of anger. 
Say dragon 

and all my enemies  
are small,  

and I'm the one  
with power. 

Then say Seamus, 
and my dreams  

get lost in 
my pugnacious head.  

 
Seamus Manning 

Grade 5  
 
 

Ode to Mae Jemison 
 

I love how you 
Were the first African-American 

Female astronaut 
Showing we can do everything 

Can reach our dreams 
Showed science and technology is 

Not only for boys 
By Krystal Rodriguez 

Grade 5 
 

Spring 
Lovely spring 

Flowers bloom, the sun rises 
Running outside, going to the park 
Riding bicycles, Kicking the ball 

Lovely spring 
Spring 

 
Ana Luiza Rivadalves 

Grade 4 

  
Vacation 

By Samuel Matos  Rivadalves 
 

Say Vacation, 
You think of the beach, 

Or taking a walk. 
Some of you might think of relaxation, 

Laying on a hammock might be your occupation. 
 

Say Vacation, 
You might think of free time and peace, 

A time when you live in ease. 
 

But when some say “Vacation,” 
Instead of roaming free... 

They plop on the couch in front of the TV. 
 

 



Mrs. Rufo’s 3rd Grade Poets 

By Anabelle Castoreno 
Mrs.Rufo’s 3rd grade class has amazing poets. On March 
28, 2019, Mrs. Rufo’s class had a poetry slam.The 3rd 
graders had to write three poems about anything they 
wanted.Imagine all of the hard work it took to write three 
poems.Then the kids decided which of the three poems 
they liked the best.That was the poem that they presented 
to the class at the slam. If they didn’t want to perform in 
front of the class, they could have the teacher perform their 
amazing poem.They made a poetry book with all of their 
outstanding poems. As a reward for their outstanding 
work, the third graders got to have punch. It was served in 
a fancy glass bowl.  
 
This is Where You Will Find Me 
Beachballs, volleyball, swimming, people in floats 
Beautiful yellow, orange, and red sunsets 
With a dark sky on top of it 
People collecting rocks- shining rocks in buckets 
Barking, screeching seagulls in the air all around me  
 
Lobster, clams, shrimp, and a lot of seafood 
Ice cold lemonade in my hand  
When I'm sitting on the sand on the beach.  
After every seafood meal  
I have cake -so good and creamy.  
On the beach relaxing on my towel  
 
Sirens! I realize it's the ice cream truck 
We have ice cream every time  
We would go to the beach. 
SO much fun!  

 
This is where you'll find me - 
On an island called The Vineyard.  

Ellie Slavin 
Grade 3 

 

Books 
 

Open me 
Look inside 
I’ll take you 
On a magic  

Ride. 
Superheroes 

Fly. 
Bye, bye 
Bad guy! 
Hansel, 
Gretel, 

Snow White too! 
So many fun 
books you  
Can read 

Oooh! 
Fairy tales 
Are sweet 
Hansel and 

Gretel 
Sure liked  

To eat! 
Open me 

Look inside.  
I’ll take you on a  

Magic ride 
 

Emma Botelho 
Grade 3 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Confidence 
By Mahdi Tajdi 

The word of the month in March was confidence. Being 
confident is when you believe that you can do something. 
Say to yourself, “I CAN do it!” Guess what? You will find 
out that you can do things that at first seeemed too hard.  
 

Talent Wanted 
Can you play the piano? Can you perform? Are you in 4th 
or 5th grade? Do you want to play the piano in the talent 
show? If you said yes to all of these questions, you can 
audition for James and the Giant Peach. If you are 
interested please contact me Jack Slavin at: 
worledslavin10@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead  
April 5th is the READ-A-THON 

 

SPRING BREAK ~ April vacation begins Friday 
April 14 and ends Fri. April 21st. Monday, April 
17th is Patriot’s Day in Massachusetts. Check out a 
historical reenactment of the Battles of Lexington 
and Concord. This day is also known as Marathon 
Monday.  Mrs. Hoehlein, Mrs. Ekford & Mrs. 
Kinsella will be running the Boston Marathon this 
year. Go to downtown Framingham and cheer us 
and all the runners on. Enjoy the rest of the week 
and the chance to get outdoors. 

MCAS ELA - 3rd, 4th & 5th graders are taking 
ELA tests in April. Please be sure to check dates. 

Sincerely, 

 

Your friends at Potter on the Prowl 

 
“Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new.” 

Albert Einstein 
Potter Road ~ The School of Lifelong Learning 
 

 

 


